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with him a load of cabbages from Napa, Mr. Landy Alford, Mr. Nathan
Barbour, their respective families, and others.

About this time the settlement of Yerba Buena having adopted the name
of San Francisco, and becoming known thereby, the name of Dr. Semple's
town which at first had been called Francesca, was changed to Benicia, to
avoid complications. This name was given as required by the original con-
veyance from General Vallejo, and in compliment to his wife, Francesca
Benicia Felipsa Carrillo, daughter of one of the influential families of this
department. The sig-nification of the name is blesssed!

In August or September, 1847, Capt. E. H. Von Pfister, a native of New
York City, who had been in the habit of trading on this coast, arrived from
Honolulu, bringing with him a stock of goods, which he opened and dis-
played in the adobe store just spoken of. This being 25x40, was commo-
dious enough to constitute the rendezvous of the whole town by day, and
to accommodate everybody in want of lodgings by night. The Captain
being one of the jovial and hospitable sort, everybody was at home in his
presence or under his roof.

Major Cooper's family occupied the house which had been built for Dr.
Semple, and furnished board to quite a number of the Captain's lodgers. A
year or two later, the Major kept a real Hotel.

About Christmas, 1847, the Major's eldest daughter, Miss Frances
Cooper, was married to Dr. Semple, ex-Gov. L. W. Boggs, formerly of Mis-
souri, but then Alcalde of Sonoma, officiating. The Governor made the
journey from Sonoma to Benicia expressly to perform the ceremony.

As this was the first marriage ever celebrated in the place, the boys deter-
mined to honor the event with all the eclat possible. They found in Capt.
Von Pfister's stock of goods a lot of white linen pants, and a dozen blue
cloth dress coats with brass buttons, and of most approved swallow tail cut.
The following are the names of the parties who decked themselves in a
suit of this kind for the occasion, viz. : Landy Alford, Wm. Bryant, David
A. Davis, Benj. Forbush, Charles S. Hand, Edward Higgins, F. S. Holland,
Henry Matthews, Benj. McDonald, Wm. Russell, Geo. Stevens and Wm.
Watson. -

These twelve good and true men, having first imbibed some good " o!d
rye," the generous beverage of that day, which the Captain had first brought
out by the decanter, but as that did not suffice, then by the bucketful, and
being thus fortified in the inner man against the overpowering bashfulness
that is generally experienced when faultlessly attired in store clothes,
marched in procession up to Major Cooper's mansion, and were ushered into
the august presence of the bridal party, and it is doubtful if ever on any
similar occasion heartier congratulations were extended or reciprocated than
on this.

Twenty-nine years later the hearty old Captain who was an eye-witness
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of the scene, relates the event with as much gusto as if it had occurred but
yesterday. He alone of all that company, still resides in Benicia.

The second marriage, that of Mr. Benjamin McDonald with a daughter
of Landy Alford, was solemnized by Major Cooper, who in January, 1848,
had been appointed Alcalde by General Mason.

Some years previous to this date, the peninsula had been visited by a
restless native of Yankee land, who recognizing the advantages of the
position conceived that some day he would come again, possess himself of
the land and perhaps found a city upon the Straits, whereby to make him-
self great, and perhaps perpetuate his name. At a subsequent visit, about
this time, late in 1847, or early in 1848, to carry his design into effect, he
found he was too late, the chivalrous son of Kentucky having anticipated
him and gained the prize. In full faith, however, of the future greatness
of the place, he obtained a number of its vacant lots, determined to share in
the development then so confidently looked for, but died ere he saw any
likelihood of his dreams being realized. On Cemetery Hill his resting-
place is marked by a plain, white marble monumental shaft, bearing this
inscription:—

The Mountaineer's Grave,
Here he sleeps, near the Western Ocean's wave !

MILES M. GOODYEAR,

Born in New Haven, Conn., February 24, 1818.
Died in California, November 12, 1849.

Selected as his future home, Benicia, where he wished to live, and to be
buried at his death.

Dr. Semple was one of the remarkable men of his day and generation.
When standing erect he was about seven feet in height, and being rather
spare in figure did not impress one as being well proportioned. His hands
and feet were large, as well as his mouth, which was seldom untenanted by
a chew of his favorite tobacco. He was so long -limbed that when astride
of a mustang or mule, his feet nearly reached to the ground (within six
inches), rendering it necessary for him to attach his spurs to the calves of
his boots instead of to his heels. From having to stoop so much when
entering or leaving doors of ordinary dimensions, his form was somewhat
bent, and it seemed necessary for him not to stand upright, in order the
more conveniently to carry on conversation with his fellow-men. In tem-
perament he was sanguine and impulsive, in disposition kind and con-
siderate, but quite determined to have his own way, in judgment rather
erratic, and disinclined to accept the counsel or advice of others, feeling
convinced that he knew better than they. Some illustrations of these char-
acteristics may possibly appear in the course of this narrative.

It is related of him that a few weeks after his marriage, business called
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him to Monterey. Crossing the Straits with his horse on the open scow
ferry-boat, he left directions with the feriLyman to be on the lookout for
his return. After wending his way through San Ramon Valley, San Jose
and Salinas, to his destination, in the course of two or three weeks he was
back again to where Martinez now stands, but the boat was on the Benicia
side, and all the signals he could make failed to induce Captain Davis to
venture out against the strong head wind that was blowing, and the Doc-
tor had to sleep on the ground in his blankets. This state of things con-
tinued for two days, and on the third the patience and endurance of the
Doctor having been tried to the utmost, he considered that something must

be done to enable him to reach home. He could not swim, and even if he
could, a swim of two or three miles was a hazardous undertaking, so he
finally managed to secure two or three pieces of scantling and a plank,
with which by the aid of his riata he improvised a raft, on which with a
fair wind and tide he set out astride, pushing himself along as best he
could. An hour or two later he was discovered by some of the friends on
shore, who did not know what to make of the singular looking object ar-
rayed in a bright colored serapa, and holding aloft a signal violently way-
ving. A boat was immediately manned and sent to his relief, and great was
the surprise and joy of the men when they found they had rescued the fore-
most man of the village. His objurgations on account of the apparent neglect
to which he had been subjected were rather more emphatic and vehement than
classic or polite, but good humor was soon restored, congratulations ex-
tended, jokes cracked, and the Doctor's health drank in something stronger
than water. In fact the Doctor had water enough in getting across. They
got up a yarn that he was wading across, which made him mad.

A year or two later, the doctor had his scow ferry boat worked by horse-
power, having fortunately come into possession of two such machines, for
which there was no other use.

Four years latter, when Capt. 0. C. Coffin put on the steam ferry boat
" Ion," which could go against wind and tide, the Dr. was heard to apostro-
phise steam, and sing in praise of Fulton, who had first succeeded in
harnessing it to such use.

Hitherto the immigration into California has been attracted by the fact
that it was a new country, just coming under the jurisdiction of the United
States and likely soon to become a part of its territory. It was known to
have some characteristics of climate peculiarly its own, on the whole rather
pleasant, and it apparently offered the opportunity for that free and easy

out-door life so fascinating to frontiersmen. To the vivid imagination, the

land of the ,setting sun was some degrees nearer paradise than any in the

same latitude on the continent, and doubtless it would gradually have

developed into an ordinarily prosperous and inviting country. But what

might have been is not in order to discuss. The turning point in its destiny
had now been reached.
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Simultaneously with the signing of the treaty at Guadalupe Hildalgo, in
February, 1848, occurred that wonderful discovery near Sutter's Mill at
Coloma, which soon afterward electrified the nation, set the whole world in
motion, and has since been the means of adding a thousand millions to the
gold and silver treasures of the earth. It was a month or two before the
incredulity of Californians could be overcome, and their belief in the reality
of the discovery assured.

Early in April, the men of Benicia who usually congregated at Von
Pfister's rendezvous, were sitting there discussing the future prospects of
the country under its new ownership, and the conversation turned upon
coal mines, and the great advantage that would result from their discovery,
which was much hoped for. They little dreamed that within 25 miles of
them, among the foot-hills near Mt. Diablo, the " Black Diamond " mines
were awaiting the prying eyes of the prospector. During the conversation,
a man named Bennett, who had been engaged with John W. Marshall, at
Coloma, in building a mill for Gen'l Sutter, and who was on his way to
Monterey, listened quietly for some time, and finally said that something
better than a coal mine had been discovered where he had been at work,
something which was believed to be gold, and General Sutter had paid his
expenses to Monterey to see Gen'l Mason, and have some specimens that he
had with him tested, no acid being obtainable at Sutter's Fort. He then
displayed about four ounces in small pieces such as had been discovered
when the water was first applied to turn the mill. Of course this display
produced a profound impression, and much difference of opinion was ex-
pressed, Dr. Semple declaring that he would give more for a good coal mine
than all the gold mines that were likely to be discovered.

Bennett went on his journey, and had not been gone more than 5 or 6
days when a number of Mormons came along with quantities of the shining
dust, fully convinced it was gold. Sam Brannan, who had been up to
Sutter's Mill to learn the truth of the gold discovery, stopped at Benicia on
his return to the Bay, said to Von Pfister : " Come, Von, break up here and
go in copartnership with me, and we will establish a business near this new
gold mine." Von Pfister did so, put all his goods on Dr. Semple's ferry boat,
hoisted a sail, made the trip to Sacramento (then known as the " embarca-
dero "), and in due time arrived at Coloma. On the return of the ferry
boat to Martinez after an absence of two weeks, there were 40 or 50 wagons
waiting to cross the straits on their way to the new El Dorado.

Von Pfister continued in business with Brannan until October; when he
sold out to another partner of Brannan's at Sutter's Fort, named Stout
being moved thereto by grief at the loss of his brother who had . just arrived
from Honolulu, and who was inhumanly murdered by an entire stranger on
the night of his arrival, before Von Pfister, who was temporarily absent
had the opportunity of seeing him. The murderer fled, and Von Pfister
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pursued, but after an unavailing search of nearly a year he finally gave up
the chase and returned to Benicia, where for the last quarter of a century
he has constantly resided ; sometimes filling offices of honor if not of profit.

On the night of Sam Brannan's arrival at Benecia a high tide had drifted
Dr. Semple's ferry boat some 200 or 300 yards upon the tule, and leaving
her high and not exactly dry, and disappointing our friend Tustin, who
being engaged getting out lumber for Thos. 0. Larkin, was anxious to get
back to the redwoods, which he had temporarily left for a day or two to
look after his family at Benicia. So he built him a raft of tule reeds some
6 or 8 feet long, making it about 2 feet wide, and a foot thick, on which he
proposed to make the crossing. His friends remonstrated with him and tried
to dissuade him from going, but to no purpose. Go he would, and so with
an old shirt for a sail, and a high wind blowing, he set out. The tide took
him down about two miles to Dillon's point, then it turned, drifting him the
other way, and by the aid of the wind, notwithstanding his frail bark after
getting saturated, bent double under his weight, he finally got across and
landed in a mud flat, where he met a man who wanted to cross over to
Benicia, and who asked him if he might have his raft. He told him yes,
but doubted if it would be of much use to him. However the gift was
accepted and the man had a very hard time getting over, for the tide took
him some distance up Suisun bay, and it was a day or two before he was
rescued, in a forlorn and nearly starved condition. Friend Tustin (now a
successful windmill builder in San Francisco) has since attained, to alder-
manic proportions, quite unsuited to the repetition of his rash experiment.

The natural effect upon Benicia, of this gold discovery and excitement,
was to draw away from it its male population, leaving some twelve or
fifteen families of women and children only. In common with all other
settlements near the bay and the sea, it was neglected for the superior
attractions offered by the gold placers. Towards the end of the year, Dr.
Semple realizing that the fame of the gold discovery had now gone abroad
over the whole earth ani foreseeing that there would be a great immigration
into the State, mostly of course by sea, and that sooner than he had antici-
pated his opportunity to found and establish an important commercial city
would be presented, began to cast about for the means and appliances to
aid him in realizing his dream. During the winter of 1848-9 he became
acquainted with Bethuel Phelps, with whom he made a bargain for the
erection of the needed improvements.

As a further step in the way of progress, he formed a copartnership with
Wm. Robinson, John S. Bradford, and L. B. Mizner, under the firm name of
Semple, Robinson & Co., for the transaction of general business. This firm
purchased the Chilian bark "Confederacion," with an assorted cargo of East
India goods, and about the 1st of March, 1849, she sailed up to Benicia and
was moored along side the bank to be used as a landing place in lieu of a
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wharf. She was dismantled and afterwards known as the " Id hulk," and
most of her cargo was transferred to the mines. To facilitate access to and
from the upland, the firm laid down, across the tule, a large number of
boxes of tobacco, the market already being so glutted with the article as to .
render it comparatively valueless. The firm were so well pleased with
their business that within the year they built a substantial two-story ware-
house for its accommodation, a short distance from the landing. Subse-
quently, however, as the town began to grow and competition became
active, the members found attractions in other vocations. Dr. Semple was
elected delegate from Benicia to the Convention which framed the State
Constitution, and was President of the Convention, the labors of which
were completed on the 13th of October. Bradford was elected to the
Senate, and served Solano county in the first session of the Legislature at
San Jose in 1850. He subsequently returned to Illinois and became Mayor
of Springfield. Robinson went to Shasta county and was elected County
Judge. He afterwards joined the fortunes of Gen. Flores in South America.
In September, '49, Mizner and S. K. Nurse started a 4-mule stage or mud-
wagon, making tri-weekly trips from Benicia to Sacramento, connecting
with San Francisco by sloop. This continued a month or two until the
arrival of steamers from the East to be put on the Sacramento river, when
they hauled off their stage "in double quick," as Nurse expresses it, and
sold their mules. Nurse has lived in Denverton. since 1854, and has been
Postmaster most of the time. Mizner became a lawyer and removed to
San Francisco, but some ten years since returned to Benicia, where he now
resides. He was State Senator for Solano county in the session of 1871.

Bethu el Phelps was active in the performance of his contract. and during
1849-50 a large number of dwellings and stores were erected, being
occupied before finished and ready. In fact the demand for houses was
greater than the supply. With lumber ranging from $300 to $600 per thous-
and, sometimes more, and carpenters' wages at $16 to $20 per day, it is not
very surprising that complaint should have been made of slow progress in
building. So the firm of Henry D. Cooke and Wm. M. Stewart, who were
somehow concerned in the sale of the bark " Confederacion " and her cargo
to Dr. Semple, became interested in Benicia, and contributed largely to its
development. Of their agency something may be said after mentioning
others, whose influence was brought to bear in advance of them.

Among the passengers on the bark " Confederacion," from Saucelito to
Benicia., were Gen. Persifer F. Smith, U. S. A., with some of his staff, and
Mr. C. E. Wetmore and wife, who had been in San Francisco since July,
1848. Mr. Wetmore had purchased the house heretofore mentioned as the
first frame built for Dr. Semple, and had come with his family to settle.
Gen. Smith was so convinced of the importance of the point that he imme-
diately entered into negotiation with Semple, the result of which was that
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the portion of the town site bordering on Suisun bay was secured for the
Government as a Military Reservation, on which have since been erected
Benicia Arsenal, Benicia Barracks, magazines, hospital, Quartermaster's
store houses, etc., and many troops have from time to time been stationed
here.

Corn. Thomas Ap. Catesby Jones, U. S. N., had preceded Gen. Smith a
few weeks, having taken up to Benicia the first Government vessel that
ever entered the straits, the U. S. store ship " Southampton." In honor of
her the shoal water space on the north side of the straits and just west of
Benicia was called Southampton bay, and is known as such to this day.
Special reasons, varying very much from one another, have been given for
conferring this name. Com. Jones was enthusiastic in his admiration of
the site—the harbor and surroundings — and predicted that the commercial
emporium of the coast would here be established. Being in command of
the fleet, he had the vessels severally brought up and anchored in the
harbor for the benefit of the fresh water. The 74-gun ship " Ohio," then
the largest ship in the navy, the frigate " Savannah," the " Congress," the
" Preble," the " Falmouth," the " Vandalia," and the transport " Fredonia,"
were among them. The propeller " Massachusetts " was kept moving on
frequent trips between Benicia and San Francisco.

After the establishment of the military post, the French ship "Julie" was
sent up with stores and moored along side the bank near where Benicia
Arsenal now stands. Col. Silas Casey, U. S. A., the first commander of the
post, was quartered on board this old hulk from the 1st of May for some
five months with his family, until quarters were erected for them on shore.
The ribs of this vessel may be seen to this day at low tide, where she finally
sunk at her moorings. Col. Casey had arrived on the ship " Iowa," com-
manded by Capt. John Deming, and having on board Gen. Riley and staff,
two companies of the 2d Infantry, and other troops from Monterey. Gen.
Riley located the Arsenal.

The very favorable opinion expressed, followed by really- substantial
movements on the part of such men as Corn. Jones, Gen. Smith, Gen. Riley,
and other Government officers, naturally had the effect of inducing a portion
of the immigration then coming into the State to locate at Benicia. Among
the earliest was the Rev. S. Woodbridge, by whose instrumentality a Presby-
terian Church was organized on the 10th of April, which is claimed to have
been the first Protestant church ever founded in California. Among its
original members were Prof. Shepherd, Col. S. Casey, Mr. C. E. Wetmore,
and Mr. 0. P. Evans. Mr. Woodbridge also opened and kept a day school,
and kept the records of the township. In August a school house was built
which was used on Sundays for divine service, under his ministration, for
some two years thereafter. This modest little building, little used of late
years, having been superseded by more pretentious edifices, is still standing,
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a monument of the foresight displayed by the founders of the town regard-
ing the educational needs of the hoped-for rising generation. The church
edifice, which took its place in 1851, stood for about 20 years, when it was
taken down and put to other use, the society having disbanded and its
members scattered. Dr. Woodbridge is now pastor of a church lately built
for and named after him in this city near the Mission Dolores.

In April W. S. Ricker and 0. P. Evans started a bakery and country
store in the adobe that had been occupied first by Von Pfister. Ricker was
the jovial and Evans the serious man of the firm. Profits were large, but
their small establishment was six months afterwards overshadowed by the
large stocks introduced by the adventurous immigrants that then began to
flock in by way of the sea. Evans was gathered to his fathers more than 20
years ago. Whether Ricker still survives is unknown.

In May the large adobe building known as the California Hotel was
erected. Capt. Von Pfister rented it at 5500 per month, and kept it a year,
when he sold out to Capt. Winn. Subsequently it was kept by Major
Cooper, father-in-law of Dr. Semple. During a part of this time, owing to
the great drought of 1850-51, there was a scarcity of such food as is usually
provided at" hotel tables. - Col. Casey one day asked Mr. Woodbridge about
the fare, and his reply was that they had beef and molasses for breakfast
and molasses and beef for dinner. In those days onions were $2 per pound.
Major Cooper is still living at Colusa, a well preserved man, who will com-
plete his 80th year in March next. For the last 20 years this establishment
has been owned and occupied by Mr. John Rueger and family, and known
as the Benicia Brewery.

Before Col. Casey got his family into quarters on shore in the summer of
1849, he was ordered in command of an expedition for the first exploration
ever made for a railroad route across the Sierra Nevada. The surveying
party, when about 70 miles from the valley of the Sacramento, in the
mountains, were attached by . the Pitt River Indians, and the Engineer
officer in charge, Capt. Warner, was killed. This fact, connected with the
ravages of fever and scurvy, forced a return of the party without fully
accomplishing its object. Col. Casey lay twenty-five days in the mountains
sick with a fever, and all but two, in a party of thirty-five, were taken
sick. Gen. Casey is still living at a ripe old age in Brooklyn, New York, on
the retired list. His son, Commander Casey, U. S. N., is stationed in San
Francisco.

In May F. W. Pettygrove and A. E. Wilson formed a co-partnership for
the transaction of a general business. They built a frame hotel, which
they called the Benicia House. They brought with them from Oregon nine
frame buildings, which were erected in different parts of the town, and
some stand to this day.

On the 7th of June the writer of this sketch, with his young wife, came
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upon the scene. The women who ventured to come to California in those
days were few in number, but courageous in spirit. We had left Baltimore
on the last of January ; New York the 15th of March ; crossed the Isthmus
about the 29th ; and after a detention of seven weeks in Panama, em-
barked on board the good steamship Panama, Captain Bailey, on the
17th of May, on her first trip to San Francisco, which was accomplished
in seventeen days, calling only at San Diego on the 1st of June. Among
our fellow passengers were Mrs. Fremont and her daughter Lilly, Mrs.
Alfred De Witt, Mrs. Robert Allen (now living in San Francisco,
Hon. Wm. M. Gwinn, John B. Weller, Col. Joseph Hooker, Lieut. Derby
(afterwards known as Squibob and John Phenix), John Bensley, Hall
McAllister, F. F. Low, afterwards Governor of this State, S. W. Holladay,
Dr. S. R. Harris, and other well known citizens that have since attained
distinction.

Having come to California at the suggestion of my brother-in-law, Mr.
C. E. Wetmore, and on arrival finding him located at Benicia, I was in-
duced to join him there. We formed a co-partnership for the transaction
of a general business, and soon after commenced the erection of a frame
building, 30x60 feet, for a store and warehouse none too large for the exten-
sive stock of goods afloat for us on several vessels then on their way around
Cape Horn, and bound for the land of gold.

With little or no previous experience as business manager (I had thus far
been principally a thorough accountant), and with others to provide for, we
could not see the way clear to locate in San Francisco ; and as it really
seemed an open question which place should take the precedence and
become the commercial center, it was comparatively easy to make up our
minds to settle in the one that apparently possessed the most attractions or
prospective merits, and so our lots were cast in Benicia.

For 'ten or fifteen years I was satisfied of the correctness of this choice,
and on every return from a temporary visit to San Francisco, or elsewhere,
regarded Benicia as a charming and blessed place, little short of Paradise.
Since then, however, the thought has sometimes occurred that our location
there was a mistake ; but as that is a problem that may not be solved in
this life, the attempt will not be made. It is useless to speculate on what
might have been and therefore as our living there has had its influence in
various ways and upon others, probably the wisest conclusion is that ' it
was all for the best.'

Sometime in the summer of 1849, Dr. W. F. Peabody established a hos-
pital, and soon secured a large and paying patronage from returning miners.
After a residence of fifteen years Dr. Peabody located elsewhere, and has
since established himself in San Francisco. [I am happy to say he is a
member of the C. U., &c.] His former associate in the hospital, Mr. J. W.
Jones, has remained in Benicia to this day, a well known business. man, and
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prominent citizen. In July and August ships began to arrive in numbers,
bringing adventurers, some of whom, with their stocks of goods, thought
best to locate in Benicia. Among these were Webb, Beveridge, and Miller,
and McConkey & Hall, with goods from Baltimore (per " Greyhound," and
" Jane Parker "), brought upon brig " Josephine," and bark " Hebe," and J.
Hatch & Co., who had come from Boston on the " Edward Everett."

The ship " Leonore," which arrived in Benicia on the 8th July, brought
the first side-wheel steamer ever built in California. It was framed at the
East, put together at Benicia, and finished about the middle of August.
They called her the " New England," but her machinery proved to be so
powerfully weak as to render her practically useless for a steamboat.
During the summer three other small steamboats were built here, called re-
spectively the " Linda," the " Edward Everett," and the " Phenix." They
made a few trips up the Sacramento river, but their day was short, for late
in October (the 26th and 28th, if I mistake not), the propellers " Hartford,"
and " DicRinri," commencing running for passengers and freight on the
route between San Francisco and Sacramento, via Benicia. These were the
first sea-going steamers to make this trip. They were succeeded by the
side-wheel steamer Senator," which commenced her trips on the 3d day of
November, charging $30 fare from San Francisco to Sacramento, and. $15
from Benicia to either place. The " Senator" is said to have earned millions
of dollars in a few years. And now, 27 years later, she is still running as a
sea-going steamship.

Later in November the little iron steamer " Mint " commenced making
trips to Stockton. She was brought out on deck of ship " Samoset," in
September.

On his return from Monterey, where he had presided over the Constitu-
tional Convention, in the winter of 1849-50, Dr. Semple became impressed
with the idea that steam-boating must be a profitable business, and ac-
cordingly he determined to build one on correct principles, that should
astonish the natives, but all lookers on. So far as the hull was concerned,
this was easily managed, as material was readily obtained. His favorite
idea that her bow must be made duck-breasted, was carried into effect ;
and when launched her appearance on the water was rather attractive. But
it was when the machinery was to be applied that the " true inwardness " of
the Doctor came to the surface. Steam-engines were not so plenty in those
days as in these, a quarter century later ; and so as two could not be had
that were exactly alike, he obtained two of different make, one being fully
twice as large as the other. When the absurdity of furnishing the boat
with engines varying so greatly in power was pointed out to the Doctor,
his genius rose equal to the occasion. He could manage that. But how ?
asked the practical, common sense, incredulous observer. Why, by gearing,
of course. With cog-wheels, and other appliances, we'll gear up the one
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engine, so as to equalize its power with that of the other. In spite of re-
monstance, argument, ridicule, and other elements of opposition, this idea
was adhered to, and the natural result followed as a matter of course. On

• her first trip she was at the mercy of the current and the wind. The strong
engine overpowered the weaker one, giving her a forward movement in the
direction of a great circle, the tendency being to bring her round to the
point started from. However, by the help of the tide and other favoring
circumstances, they managed to reach Colusa with her, for which place she
was named. Her first trip, though, proved to be her last as a steamboat.
The engines had to be disposed of, and she was converted into a barge.
Her builder, Mr. F. P. Burch, with his family, still resides in Benicia ; and
her engineer, Mr. R. B. Norman, has for many years been a well known
citizen of Sacramento.

The last exploit of Dr. Semple's that occurs to me was his building a
house for the use of his family, with an inverted roof—so that what is
usually the peak or highest part, was in this instance the lowest, and the
roof slanted upwards towards the eaves, instead of downwards, there being
but one eave trough, and that in the middle of the roof. What his reasons
were for this peculiar construction may have been explained at the time,
but are not now remembered. Some are sarcastic enough to say it was
from motives of economy in the matter of eave trough.

Among the many early settlers in Benicia was Capt. John Walsh, whose
family arrived from Valparaiso in November, 1849, occupying at once the
house he had built for them. The captain is a well known citizen, whose
fame has gone all over those parts of the world that are visited by ships. He
is a privileged character, of whom many amusing incidents are related,
some of which he tells at his own expense. Although old and infirm, being
now in his eightieth year, and bereft of kindred, who have all preceded him
in their flight to the spirit land, he retains much of his original vivacity,
and is generally ready to provoke a smile from any visitor by his ready
wit. He is able to attend to his duties as Custom-house Inspector, which
are performed satisfactorily to the Department. A favorite grandson is the
only relative living near him, or in California.

Dr. Semple and his associates, Larkin, Phelps, Stewart, and Cooke, did
much to improve Benicia, and make it attractive ; and they spared no pains
in publishing to the world its advantages, but they failed lamentably
in the very particular most necessary to make their enterprise a success.
They placed too great a valuation upon their lots, and by demanding high
prices drove away from them the very persons they should have induced by
liberal terms to settle and build up the town. This was unjust to those
that had already settled, and who hoped to see others coming in and pro-
moting its substantial growth. But so convinced was the Doctor that the
town must develop into a great city, and that nothing could prevent it, that
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nothing could prevent it, that he would listen to no suggestions on this
heads On several occasions men wanting to buy property gave up the idea
on. account of the terms. Had each one of them been presented with a lot,
the object of the proprietors might have been accomplished, and themselves
rewarded by prosperity and affluence, instead of reaping the disappointment
which followed.

A notable instance of their fatuity occurred immediately after the great
fire of 4th May, 1851, which destroyed the entire business portion of the
city of San Francisco. A large number of her influential merchants were
so disheartened at the repeated misfortunes thus befalling them that they
were ready and anxious at onca to transfer their business to Benicia, and a
delegation waited on its proprietors to see on what terms they would be
received and provided for. The terms were too exacting ; the application
failed, and the opportunity was lost—absolutely thrown away. The appli-
cants were angered at their failure, and embittered against Benicia, a feeling
which survives measurably to this day—while the bona fide settlers of
Benicia, who would have welcomed their San Francisco brethren, were dis-
gusted with the cupidity and bad management of its founders.

As another illustration of events in these days, it should not be forgotten
that Capt. Lyon, who had been sent out to punish the Indians that were
hostile and troublesome, came very near being killed by the awkwardness
of some of his own men, a bullet from one of them passing through his hat
from back to front. In mentioning it to General Riley on his return, and
exhibiting the hat, he claimed that that shot did not come from an enemy.
The General's reply was, it certainly did not come from a friend. This
brave officer was afterwards, during the war of the Rebellion, the lamented
General Lyon, who fell at the battle of Lexington, Missouri, in August, 1861.

Among the immigrants of 1849, were some old farmers from the East, to
whom the alternation of the wet and dry seasons appeared to present in-
superable objections to the idea of this ever being an agricultural country.
The laws of nature to which they had been accustomed were here set at
defiance, and their conclusion was that cultivation of the ground would be
useless in the absence of summer showers. Yet here on these rolling and
dry hills waved the luxurious, almost rank_growth of wild oats, four or five
feet in height. The soil being adobe, and two or three feet in thickness,
has since nullified the opinions of these good old farmers, and still persists
in yielding fine crops of grain, notwithstanding fifteen years of cultivation.

In the remarkably wet winter of 1849-50, it was no easy task to walk
on this adobe ground where traveled upon, without being in danger of
losing a boot when drawing one's feet out of the mud, and so it came to
pass that long rubber boots were at a premium.

As an offset the following winter, that of 1850-51, to which this present
one of 1876-77 bears a close resemblance, was correspondingly dry, and
rubber boots proved a bad. speculation.

11
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The Constitution of the State of California. which had been framed by
the Convention at Monterey, in October, was adopted by the people. at an
election held on the 13th November, 1849, and in accordance with its pro..
visions the first Legislature met in January, 1850, at the Pueblo de San
Jose, the first Capital of the State. The first two cities incorporated by
this body were Monterey and Benicia, both on the same day, the 27th of
March, 1850. Some days afterwards, San Jose, Sacramento, Stockton and
Los Angeles were incorporated. San Francisco followed, on the 15th day
of April.

Under its charter, Benicia had nine Mayors, as follows:
Capt. James Kearny, from May 1850, to May, 1851.
Dr. W. F. Peabody, from May, 1851, to May, 1852.
Capt. D. M. Fraser, from May, 1852, to May, 1853.
Capt. Alex. Riddell, from May, 1853, to May, 1854.
Charles French, from May, 1854, to November, 1855.
W. S. Wells, Acting from November, 1855, to May, 1856.
J. M. Neville, from May, 1856, to May, 1857.
T. B. Storer, from May, 1857, to May, 1858.
Charles Alison, from May, 1858, to May, 1859.

The charter was amended in 1851 and 1854, and repealed in 1859, since
which time the government of the city has been vested in a Board of
Trustees. The city charter was found to be an expensive luxury, by means
of which the city debt was incurred little short of $100,000 in 1859. This
has since been reduced, uutil at the present time an arrangement has just
been effected by which it can all be redeemed for the sum of $6,000, and
the taxpayers breathe freer.

Mayors Kearny, Fraser, Riddell and French died some years since.
Mayors Peabody, Wells, Neville and Alison are residents of San Francisco,
and Mayor Storer lives in Virginia City.

A. J. Bryant, who was City Marshal of Benicia in 1854, is now Mayor of
San Francisco.

At the same first session of the Legislature, Benicia was named the
county seat of Solano county, and so continued for eight years, when it
was superseded in 1858 by the present county seat, Fairfield.

The first Sheriff of the county was B. C. Whitman, afterwards Clerk of
the Common Council, subsequently a leading lawyer in Benicia, and now an
ex-Judge of the Supreme Court in the State of Nevada. The second Sheriff
was Paul Shirley, who held the office several years. He now resides on the
other side of the Straits, in Martinez, and is State Senator from Contra
Costa county.

The fourth session of the Legislature was held in Benicia early in 1853,
and on the 18th of May of that year an Act was passed making it the
permanent seat of Government, but as no appropriation was made for the
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erection of public buildings, and the Capital in those days was notoriously
on wheels, it was not a difficult matter at the fifth session to move it again,
and so on the 1st day of March, 1854, the Legislature and attaches, furni-
ture and all, left Benicia on the steamer Antelope for Sacramento, where
the Capital has since remained with some show of permanence. This move-
ment was brought about by a combination between the workers for Sacra-
mento and the friends of the lamented David C. Broderick, who desired
and expected thereby to be elected to the United States Senate, but who
was disappointed in that expectation, although in a subsequent Legislature
he was successful. Broderick was absent from Benicia when the vote was
taken on the removal question, and there was no telegraphic communica-
tion then with San Francisco. If there had been, the result probably
would have been different. Either Broderick would have been elected
first, or the Capital would have remained at Benicia. On such slender
threads does the fate of communities sometimes depend.

In those palmy days Benicia boasted among its residents, some of the
prominent and distinguished men of the State, among whom may be men-
tioned Judges S. C. Hastings, John Currey, S. F. Reynolds, E. W. McKinstry,
and others, who have since been absorbed by the commercial metropolis.

The Masonic Order made an early start in Benicia. Benicia Lodge, No.
5, was formed in 1850. Masonic Hall was built in 1850, and is a substan-
tial edifice to this day. The lower floor was occupied as the Court House,
County Clerk and Recorder's office until the State House was built in 1852.
The State House became the Court House until 1859, when on account of
the removal of the County Seat, it became the property of the Board of
Education, and has ever since been occupied as the Public School, one of
the most commodious and substaintial in the State, and being of brick is
likely to last for several generations. The attendance is large.

The Odd Fellows organized somewhat later than the Masons, but have
flourished so successfully as to possess a fine brick edifice of their own
which affords them most desirable and satisfactory accommodations. They
are known as Solano Lodge, No. 22.

Several newspaper enterprises have from time to time been established in
Benicia, but none of them now remain. The_Benicia_Gazette was-published
in 1851, by St. Clair, Pinkham & Co. A bound volume of this publication
is in the possession of the Society of California Pioneers. The Benicia
Vedette was published by Mathewson in 1853. The Solano County
Herald commenced its publication in November, 1855, and three years after-
wards was moved to Suisun, where it still flourishes under the altered name of
the Solano Republican. The " Pacific Churchman " was published here in
1869-70, since which time it has been established in San Francisco. The
The " Benicia Tribune" was published by R. D. Hopkins in 1872-73 ; since
then it has been transferred to Dixon, where it still flourishes as the Dixon
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Tribune. There was a Benicia Sentinel at one time, but it was a short-
lived affair.

In 1850-51 when it was difficult for masters of vessels to retain their
crews, on account of their disposition to desert to the gold fields, and try
their hands at digging or mining, as many as 60 or 70 ships were to be seen
at anchor in Benicia harbor, most of them loaded with lumber, which
became a drug in the market and was offered for freight and charges.
After the 4th of May fire in San Francisco this state of the lumber market
was remedied, and the ships gradually withdrawn.

The P. M. S. S. Co., for whom Alfred Robinson and Geo. W. P. Bissell
were agents, established the depot for their shop and supplies at Benicia
early in 1850, when their first wharf was built. In 1853 they increased
the size of the wharf to its present dimensions, and put up the machinery
shops and foundry.

From this time on for 16 years or more the company enjoyed an era of
unexampled prosperity, every attempt at opposition helping as much as
hindering it. By steady accumulation and the growth of its business its
capital was increased from year to year until in 1869 it amounted to not
less than ten millions. In 1869 came its first encounter with its great
competitor, the Overland Railroad. Up to this time Benicia had been
greatly benefited by the location of the company's works, and its liberal
disbursements. As long as the company remained at Benicia they were
prosperous. Then came a dispositson to branch out, to water the stock and
provide for the friends of the new management. All this was not so con-
veniently managed while the works were located at Benicia, so it was
determined to move everything to the city. From that time the history of
the company shows a series of questionable managements, and a departure
from its old prosperous ways. From being worth about $150 or more per
share its stock has fallen to $20—the present price being about $24.
Benicians remember the periodical visits of the California, the Oregon, the
Panama, the Tennessee, the Northener, the Golden Age, St. Louis, Sonora,
Golden Gate, Golden City, Sacramento, John L. Stephens and others with
regret, that the noble ships which succeed them come not in their place.

The Marysville & Benicia R. R. Co. was incorporated in 1853, with a
capital of $3,000,000 ; $10,000 was spent in surveys, by Wm. S. Lewis, Esq.,
as Chief Engineer, with the celebrated Mr. Catherwood as consulting engi-
neer.

So strongly impressed was Mr. Catherwood of the feasibility of this
scheme, that he went to England to present the plan there ; and with the
aid of a brother of his, who was one of the cashiers in the Bank of England,
he raised $1,000,000, which was one-third of the capital ; but on his return
to this country from England, went down in the ill-fated steamer " Arctic,"
6ff Newfoundland, which put an end to that project,, which would mater-
ially have advanced the fortunes of Benicia.
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This imperfect sketch of the " Early Times in Benicia," cannot properly
be brought to a conclusion without a brief reference to the educational and
religious movements of the place. To Benicia belongs the honor of having
established the first Young Ladies' Seminary in the State, under the auspices
of the Protestant churches. In June, 1852, the enterprise was proposed,
and immediately enlisted the favor and hearty symyathy of many - friends.
A Board of Trustees was organized, a suitable building purchased, and the
school opened about the 1st of August, with Mrs. S. A. Lord as Principal,
and Miss Georgia Allen, and Miss F. A. Allen, as Assistants. The second year
Miss J. M. Hudson became Principal, with the same Assistants. The third
year, the school became the property of Miss Mary Atkins, whose fame as
a teacher has since become part of the educational history of this State.
The school became deservedly popular and successful ; and its graduates,
under Miss Atkins' administration, have since taken rank in society as
among the best educated and most cultivated women in our State. After
twelve years spent in her high vocation, Miss Atkins sought rest ; and in
1866, transferred the school to Rev. C. T. Mills and wife, who kept it up in
a high state of efficiency and prosperity, until 1871, when they, having
been induced to move to Alameda county, disposed of the school to Rev.
Chas. H. Pope, who, during the year that he held it, made some valuable
additions and improvements. Since 1873, the school has been under the
management of Miss Mary Snell, who, with her sisters, and other accom-
plished teachers, have maintained its excellent reputation as one of the best
schools in the State. In October, 1871, under the auspices of the Rev. Mr.
Pope, then Principal, a re-union of graduates and pupils was held in honor
of the visit then paid to the institution of its former proprietor, Mrs. Mary
Atkins-Lynch, with her husband, the Hon. John Lynch, then U. S. Surveyor-
General for the State of Louisiana, and during the past year, Centennial
Commissioner for the same State. His duties in that capacity will detain
him in Philadelphia until March next, after which time Mr. and Mrs. Lynch
will take up their permanent residence in California.

In June next, the Young Ladies' Seminary, of Benicia, will celebrate the
25th anniversary of its foundation. Two of its original Board of Trustees
have died — the other seven are still living, and one of them stands before
you.

On the 1st of January, 1853, St. Catharine's Acadamy, under the charge
of the Roman Catholic Sisters of St. Dominic, was established at Benicia,
having been removed from Monterey to this, as the more eligible location.
This school for young ladies has been uniformly well attended, and appears
to have enjoyed a satisfactory degree of patronage. Everything about it
wears an air of comfort, cheerfulness, and prosperity, and it enjoys an ex-
cellent reputation. The grounds are extensive and well cultivated, and the
buildings commodious.
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In the summer of 1853, the Rev. Charles M. Blake established a boarding
school for boys, which a year or two afterwards passed into the hands of
Mr. C. J. Flatt, under whose proprietorship it was known as the Collegiate
Institute, connected with which some ten years later was a Law School.

In December, 1867, Mr. Flatt disposed of the property to the Pacific
Coast Mission, of which the Rev. Dr. Breck was the head, and the school
then became the nucleus of what has since grown to be St. Augustine's
College, with the history of which this audience should be somewhat famil-
iar. The premises have been greatly enlarged and improved, affording
accommodations for one hundred boys, which number, however, has not yet
been secured, though the institution well deserves them. Not less than
fifty thousand dollars have been expended upon the property, which is in a
good state of preservation and cultivation, making it an attractive seat of
learning. The college owns fifty acres of land within the city limits, which,
in time, must constitute for it a valuable domain. The whole is under the
special supervision of Bishop Wingfield, who, with his family, has his Epis-
copal residence on the premises.

One of the objects of the Pacific Coast Mission was to establish a church
school for girls. Accordingly, in June, 1870, the Rev. Dr. Breck purchased
a block of land in the vicinity of St. Augustine College, and commenced the
erection of the buildings for " St. Mary of the Pacific." A year or two later
these were completed, and has ever since constituted the chief ornament of
the town. The garden and surroundings of St. Mary's, make it an attractive
spot. The school grew and prospered steadily under the fatherly care of Dr.
Breck, until his untimely death, which took place on the 30th of March
last, at which time the school was so full that the good Doctor had had it in
contemplation to put up additional buildings, in case his health was restored.
But it was not so to be, for our all-wise Heavenly Father was then pleased
to take him to Himself. As a natural consequence of his death, the school
has since fallen off some ; but is now recovering, and will doubtless soon
enter upon a renewed career of prosperity, under the rectorship of the Rev.
John H. Babcock, who, with his wife ; have just been placed in charge of the
establishment by Bishop Wingfield. By former experience and present in-
clination, Mr. Babcock is well fitted for the position and its various duties.

Reference has already been made to the Presbyterian Church, which was
founded here in 1849, and abandoned in 1869, for want of adherents. It
flourished until 1861 — the first year of the civil war — when it began to
decline rapidly on account of dissatisfaction in the congregation at the de-
determined political stand taken by the pastor, who was several times a can-
didate for office on the unpopular side. Two years before its final abandon-.
ment, it was supplanted by the First Congregational society, who built, and
still possess, a very comfortable house of worship, with a parsonage at-
tached. The bell in its tower was cast in 1853, at the P. M. S. S. Co's.
works, and was in use there until the works were abandoned.
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The Methodists - maintained an organization for a year or two, while
Benicia was the Capital . of the State ; but thereafter they withdrew from
the field, and their insecure little building was blown down and destroyed in
a S. E. gale which visited this part of the State, the 1st of January, 1855.

One or two attempts were made in early times to form a Baptist society,
but without success.

The Roman Catholics founded their church of St. Dominic in 1851. It
has always been sustained liberally by its adherents, and is apparently
flourishing. In its tower is a large and very fine-toned bell, equal to some
of the best in our city churches. The well-known Father Villarassa is the
ehief pastor here. A substantial, two-story edifice, has recently been added
to the premises, as a home for the Brothers, and a Theological School.

The first regular service of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Benicia
was held on Sunday the 24th of September, 1854, in the court room of the
City Hall. Major E. D. Townsend, U. S. A., a -lay reader appointed by Rt.
Rev. Bishop Kip, read the service and a sermon. On Sunday, the 22d of
October, the Bishop himself officiated, and administered the Holy Commun-
ion. From this time the services were regularly maintained, and a chapel
was fitted up in the Masonic Hall early in 1855. On the 13th of February,
1855, a parish was formed under the name of St. Paul's Parish, to which
the Bishop gave his approval on the 22d. The Vestry then organized,
electing Paul K. Hubbs, Senior Warden ; Eugene Van Ness, Junior Warden ;
the other Vestrymen being John Cully, Joseph Durbrow, C. W. Hayden, J.
Howard, and John Taylor. Some of these names must sound familiar here,
even at this late day. Col. Van Ness and Col. Hubbs have gone to the
eternal world. Gen. Townsend is now Adjutant-General of the United
States at Washington, where, also, Mr. C. W. Hayden resides. Judge
Curry and Mr. Durbrow are among the honored citizens of San Francisco.
Among the others that have since been Wardens and Vestrymen of St.
Paul's, may be mentioned the names of Gen. John S. Mason, U. S. A., Hon.
E. W. McKinstry, Dr. Robert Murray, Hon. S. F. Reynolds, Capt. F. F. Flint,
Dr. Cooledge, Col. J. McAllister.

The first missionary to St. Paul's Church was the Rev. David F. McDon-
ald in 1856. He bad then recently been ordained deacon in San Francisco.
He is now a D.D. ; rector of a church in Dardanelles, Arkansas.

Since his time the church at Benecia has been served with more or less
regularity by Rev. E. W. Hager, Rev. James Cameron, Rev. E. G. Perryman,
Rev. Dudley Chase, Rev. Henry G. Perry, and Rev. J. L. Breck, D.D. Mr.
Cameron was rector from 1860 to 1865, and Dr. Breck from 1868 to 1876.
Since the death of Dr. Breck, Bishop Wingfield has accepted and exercised
the office of rector.

A church edifice was erected in the fall of 1859, and consecrated in
February, 1860. In 1863 it was greatly enlarged and improved by the
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addition of transepts, mainly through the liberality and exertion of the
Rev. James Cameron, who, at the same time, presented the church with a
very acceptable pipe organ, that is still in use. At the same time a par-
sonage or rectory was built and presented to the church by Col. Julian
McAllister, now Senior Warden of the Parish. In 1873, under the admin-
istration of Dr. Breck, the church was again enlarged by lengthening the
nave, and it is now, in its interior arrangements, one of the best planned
and most attractive churches in California. Being attended regularly by
the pupils of St. Mary's school and St. Augustine College, and a goodly
share of the town's people, the congregations are generally large and the
services full of interest, being participated in very heartily. It is quite
refreshing to one accustomed to the low murmur of our city congregations
to listen to the outspoken responses characteristic of this wide-awake
assemblage.

There are many other topics that might properly have been introduced
into this sketch and have proven, perhaps, more interesting than those
actually touched upon, such as the history of military officers and their
operations at the arsenal; the barracks and the Quartermaster's department;
the pleasant character of the society that for so many years, during Benicia's
palmy days, became a distinguishing feature in its history ; the visit of
Com. Perry's squadron in 1854, after its voyage around the world and its

brilliant achievement in causing the ports of Japan to he opened to our
commerce ; the many attempts at railroad building that have from time to

time been unsuccessfully made and the hopes still entertained of success in
the near future ; the many fires that have destroyed once valuable property;
the founding and maintenance of manufacturing establishments for cement,
leather, flour, etc., as well as personal reference to many friends, once resi-
dents, now scattered all over California and other parts of the United
States; but it is already too long, and this task must be considered com-

pleted.

It has cost much time, application, research, labor, and self-denial, but if
it shall have afforded entertainment, instruction, and food for thought to
you who have so courteously bestowed upon it your attention, it will not
be in vain that the sacrifice has been made."

With reference to the Deed mentioned in the foregoing lecture of Mr
Gray, the tenor of it is in a few words : Five miles of land in the Suscol

estate was ceded, transferred, and bestowed, freely and spontaneously to

Don Thomas 0. Larkin and Don Robert Semple, and their heirs and success-

ors, by General Vallejo, as per measurement made by Don Jasper O'Farrell:
" Beginning at a stone marked R. S.' and running N. 76 degrees W. to a
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corner or angle five English miles ; from thence in the direction S. 14
degrees W. to an angle one mile, a little more or less ; thence following the
sinuosities of the bay, of the straits to the place where the measurement
commenced, which, altogether, makes an extent of five English miles ; fol-
lowing the turn of the bay, the sinuosities of the land, according to the
measurement of plan above referred to." To this gift were attached the
under-mentioned provisions : "First.—The grantees were to bind them-
selves to found a city to be named Francesca or Benicia, and to divide the
land into lots to be disposed of by sale, and establish ferry boats on the
Staits of Carquinez. Second.—As soon as the city should contain one
hundred families a magistrate or municipal authority shall be named. The
ferry boats, together with the landing places, shall belong to the town, and
their products used for the establishment of public schools. Third.—Until
such hundred families are established the ferry boats and landings to belong
to Robert Semple." The deed was executed on May 19, 1847, before Lilburn
W. Boggs, Alcalde of the District of Sonoma.

This transaction afterwards proved invalid, the General, it was held, not
having a good title to the lands of Suscol ; therefore a new form was gone
through to establish the claim of Messrs. Semple and Larkin. Pursuant to
an Act of the Legislature of the State of California, entitled "An Act to settle
the title of lands in the town and city of Benicia, in the county of Solano,
approved February 20, 1866," and in accordance with an Act of Congress,
entitled " An Act to quiet the title to certain lands within the corporate
limits of the city of Benicia and the town of Santa Cruz, in the State of
California, approved July 23, 1866," notice was given to claimants to file
their respective claims for lots and parcels of land.

An Act to incorporate the city of Benicia was passed April 24, 1851,
bounding the site thus : " And that tract of land lying on the north side of
the Straits of Carquinez, as surveyed by Benjamin W. Barlow, Esq., late
City Surveyor, and designated by his map now on file in the office of the
Clerk of Solano county, the southern boundary shall extend to the middle
of the channel of the Straits of Carquinez." Following this the city was
divided into two wards. Article two of the Act provides for the election of
city officers ; article three apportioned their duties and powers ; article four,
their compensation ; article five, the establishment of Recorder's and Jus-
tice's Courts. Supplementary to the foregoing, was passed on April 13,
1854, an Act incorporating the city and granting additional powers to the
Council ; while the water front was ceded to the corporation by Act of the
Legislature approved May 3, 1855.

After the survey of the site in 1847 it was laid out in streets and squares,
there being twenty lots retained for public uses, besides the City Hall lot and
two half blocks for parks, etc. From its start until April 18, 1859, the city
was governed by a Mayor and Corporation, when on that date an Act to
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repeal the several Acts incorporating the city of Benicia, was approved, and
placed the town under the government of Trustees, who were to be elected
to serve, thus : The party receiving the highest number of votes was
chosen for three years, the second, for two, and the third for one year ; and
each following year, one Trustee should be elected for three years. A list of
the Mayors has• been already given, let us now present one of the Trustees:
Those called upon to serve during the first term were George H. Riddell,
three years, May, 1859 ; John J. Barry, two years ; C. W. Hayden, one year,
Thereafter there ensued a yearly election for a term of three years : 1860-
C. W. Hayden, G. H. Riddell, J. J. Barry. 1861--S. C. Gray, C. W. Hayden,
G.H. Riddell. 1862—T. B. Storer, S. C. Gray, C. W. Hayden. 1863—E. Dan-
forth, T. B. Storer, S. C. Gray. 1864—S. C. Gray, E. Danforth, T. B. Storer
(resigned), C. B. Houghton, (elected). 1865—C. B. Houghton, S. C. Gray:
E. Danforth, (resigned), J. Hatch, (elected). 1866—E. H. Von Pfister, C. B.
Houghton, S. C. Gray. 1867—J. F. Swain, E. H. Von Pfister, C. B. Hough-
ton. 1868—C. B. Houghton, J. F. Swain, E. H. Von Pfister. 1869—E. H.
Von Pfister, C. B. Houghton, J. F. Swain. 1870—J. F. Swain, E. H. Von
Pfister, C. B. Houghton. 1871—C. B. Houghton, J. F. Swain, E. H. Von
Pfister. 1872—James Flannery, C. B. Houghton, J. F. Swain. 1873—
John J. Barry, James Flannery, C. B. Houghton. 1874—C. B. Houghton,
J. J. Barry, James Flannery. 1875—J. R. Brown, C. B. Houghton, J. J.
Barry. 1876—J. J. Barry, J. R. Brown, C. B. Houghton. 1877—C. R
Houghton, J. J. Barry, J. R. Brown. 1878—D. N. Hastings, C. B. Hough-
ton, John J. Barry. 1879—James Barry, D. N. Hastings, C. B. Houghton.

The office of City Clerk was filled by the following gentlemen: 1850-51-
B. D. Hyam and John B. Dow. 1851-54—B. C. Whitman. 1854-56—
David F. Beveridge. 1856-57—E. H. Von Pfister. 1857-59—J. W. Kin-
loch. Since the election of Trustees one of their number has officiated as
Clerk . until 1878. The City Assessors were : 1850-51—Stephen Cooper.
1851-53—Singleton Vaughn. 1853-54—H. P. Ammons. 1854-55—H.
Norton. 1855-56—J. W. Kinloch. 1856-58—Peter Wright. 1858-59-
H. Norton. From this year up until 1877, inclusive, the county officials
assessed, collected, and disbursed the funds. In 1877 E. H. Von Pfister was
elected to the office, a position which he still retains. The City Marshals
have been : 1850—John S. Brown. 1851—Beebe Robinson. 1852-53-
A. H. Estell. 1854-55—A. J. Bryant. 1856—D. F. Beveridge. 1857-58—
Luke Bond. From this period until the year 1872 the city was without a
Marshal; in that year Jeremiah O'Donnell was appointed. In 1873 he again
held the office. 1874—Patrick McNally. 1875-77—A. J. Glover, and
1878-79—F. P. Weinmann. The City Treasurers have been during that
period, respectively : Messrs. D. F. Beveridge, Edward Crocker, R. M.
Holladay, John J. Barry, with a long interregnum wherein the County
Treasurer performed the duties for the city, when, in 1877, the present
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incumbent, John Reuger, was chosen to fill the office. Space will not per-
mit of our entering more fully into the names of the other officers who
served Benicia, indeed it has been an arduous task, the tracing these we
have enumerated. Suffice it to say that among the City Attorneys we find
such well-known names as Leslie and Wells ; while her Surveyors were
Barlow, Patton, and De Heramecourt.

Mention has, in a general way, been made of the schools of Benicia. We
will now present the reader with a slight sketch of two of the principal
seats of learning in the city :

THE YOUNG LADIES' SEMINARY.—This school was established in 1852,
and was managed by a Board of Trustees for two years and a half. The
following named gentlemen served on the Board : Hon. S. Bynam, Hon. S.
Cooper, Capt. D. Fraser, S. C. Gray, B. W. Mudge, Dr. W. F. Peabody,
Capt. J. Walsh, C. E. Wetmore, Rev. S. Woodbridge, E. Crocker, J. W. Jones,
D. N. Hastings.

During the latter part of 1854, Miss Mary Atkins became the Principal of
the school ; but in January, 1855, the proprietorship and sole management
passed into her hands.

For nine years she labored successfully to bring the institution up to the
highest standard, and when, in 1864, she was compelled to take a season of
rest, she rented the Seminary to Miss Lammond, it then having about one
hundred and fifty pupils, and an unequaled reputation for giving thorough
training and a solid education.

Within a year Miss Atkins returned to her school, and found so few
pupils that much of the work of building up had to be done once more. By
untiring energy she re-established it, and it took, again, its place as the first-
class school of the State.

In 1865, worn by years of unceasing labor, Miss Atkins retired from
teaching. She sold the Seminary to Dr. and Mrs. C. T. Mills. They faith-
fully labored to maintain the high position of the institution, and had six
years of uninterrupted success. In 1871 they removed from Benicia to
Seminary Park, Alameda county, where they had erected large and well-
adapted school buildings.

Rev. Charles H. Pope then took charge of the Benicia Seminary, a trust
which he faithfully administered for three years, when he removed from
the State, and the school came under the principalship of Miss Snell.

In the spring of 1878 Miss Snell organized a school in Oakland, and Miss
Atkins, after years of pleasant wandering, full of rich experience, has come
back to the old roof-tree.

The following address was delivered by the Rev. Sylvester Woodbridge,
D.D., of San Francisco, on October 11th, 1878, at a re-union of former
pupils, held for the purpose of organizing a society to perpetuate the history



172 THE HISTORY OF SOLANO COUNTY.

of the school, as well as making a presentation to Mrs. Atkins-Lynch on
her return to Benicia :

" Memory and Hope are two angels that with golden chains bind the past
to the future. We cannot afford to lose either. Without the former, our
identity of being would cease, our treasures be lost, our responsibility be
overwhelmed in the cold waves of oblivion. Without the latter, the future
could have no encouragement, nor could we press forward and upward to
success, reward, and the crown of glory.

THE PAST.

We cannot live over the past. We would not if we could. What once
was vivid in its freshness and novelty would now seem cold and effete.
The pleasures that once stirred the pulses to impetuous rebound, would
cause them to thrill no more. The pains, then half neutralized by the daily
stimulus of duty and zeal, would cling with iron grasp to us till we sank
down exhausted.

But when we relegate the past to Memory's bright domain, the sweep of
her magic wand spreads enchantment over the scene. The pains become
but the foil and the background which serve to set off the successes and the
joys, and bring them out in more brilliant colors. There we 'see the fields
of usefulness, where the precious harvests were reaped ; there the forms of
beauty that are a joy forever ; ' there were awakened the friendships,
whose light will endure beyond the shining sun.

THE BENICIA YOUNG LADIES' SEMINARY.

Radiant in the history of this State of California, lighted up by the glory
of past years of success and great usefulness, stands this distinguished
institution of learning. It began when innumerable and apparently insur-
mountable obstacles stood in the way of success. But the need of its
establishment, and the pressure of what they esteemed to be duty, rested
upon those who felt called upon to engage in the enterprise. Therefore they
manfully undertook the task, girded themselves for the arduous duty, made
the great and needful sacrifices of money, time and toil, and in the year
1852, the Seminary was launched forth on the perilous seas of California's
fluctuating fortunes. Often was the institution near bankruptcy and de-
struction. But a kind Providence still and ever interposed, and in nothing
more decidedly than when that eminent teacher to whom to-night we render
the just honor which is her due, took charge of the Seminary.

THE PREVIOUS TEACHERS.

We would diminish nothing from the respect due to the principals and
teachers who had charge of this institution during the earliest years of its
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existence. Mrs. Wells, assisted by an able corps of teachers, took charge at
the inception of the work, and toiled faithfully and successfully. Then
Mrs. Nevins, whom we are pleased to see present to honor this occasion, and
who labored unweariedly at her task. But the difficulties, chiefly pecuniary,
and the burden of carrying the institution when there were so few young
ladies yet in the State, and so small a proportion of that number seeking a
liberal education, was calculated to paralyze the energies of the patrons of
the institution. -

MRS. MARY ATKINS-LYNCH.

At the hour of utmost discouragement, Miss Atkins (that was, and she
will allow me to recall the name which is so fragrant in our memories)
became principal of the Seminary. • She took upon herself with daring zeal
all the responsibilities of its management and pecuniary liabilities. She
became by purchase the owner of the buildings and other property, and
boldly went forth to meet the dangers of the way.

Let no one suppose them to have been small. What perils were encoun-
tered ; what lonely hours of weakness, weariness and discouragement were
passed ; what tears flowed, and saddened prayers were offered, and pangs of
disappointment were suffered before the sunlight rose, God only perfectly
knows. It is well that the memory, or at least the vividness of the memory
is hidden in the sombre shadows of the night of the past.

Then the Seminary began to rise before our people in all its excellence.
Miss Atkins' high repute spread abroad. As fast as her means would allow,
she surrounded herself with teachers of superior excellence. Classes of
young ladies from the best families in the State gathered in these halls,
The successful examinations, the fine exhibitions of talent at the Commence-
ment exercises, the eclat given by the learning, refinement and superiority
of the graduated pupils, placed the Benicia Young Ladies' Seminary in the
front rank with the best institutions in America.

And the credit of this is due to Miss Atkins. Her pupils have made
their mark in the world, and speak for themselves. They are among the
most distinguished women in this State for all that makes women pre-emi-
nent in intelligence, position and piety. On this platform I see one lady,
(Mrs. Kincaid,) a graduate of this institution, who has made teaching her
profession. She is one of the most distinguished and successful teachers in
the Girls' High School in San Francisco. Everywhere in the families, the
neighborhoods, the schools, the cities of our State, have the instructions
and. influence of Miss Atkins left an impression, deep, broad and abiding.

Nor is that influence confined to us. Many of the bright pupils who once
lent radiance to these scenes, have left the dark earth, guided by that
divine faith which led their steps up the heavenly way. The earliest and
foremost of the graduates (Mrs. Walsh Ferguson) thus departed in the hope
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of glory. Others have followed her. But last week there was one in San
Francisco (Miss Mary Dollarhide) who hoped to have been present on this
occasion. But this very week we have been called to follow all of her that
was mortal to the house appointed for all living. But it is believed by
many that the dead are sometimes permitted to revisit the earth, and
though unseen by us, pass through our midst and rejoice in our joy. It is
in speaking of the faithful dead that the Scriptures say : ' Seeing therefore
that we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses r The beautiful
dead who have gone up from us may return to hail and applaud our con-
tinued zeal and efforts for good.

HOPE.

The Word of God forbids us to dwell amid the former scenes ' Forgetting
the things that are past, press toward the mark for the prize ' which God
from on high is calling to us to attain, .Mr. Moody's favorite song is one that
it behooves us all to sing :

More to follow, always more to follow ! '

It is consumate folly always to be dawdling over what might have been.
The past is gone. Nothing can recall it. The present and the future, un-
der God, are ours.

It was a most noble suggestion to bring back to this school the person who
at an early day made it so famous. She comes indeed under better auspices
than before. She is no longer alone, but with her much esteemed and
honored husband (Mr. Lynch) she brings accumulated force and courage to
her grand task. It seems to us that there is almost everything to encourage
and hope for in this renewed undertaking. Certainly the field is very
different from what it was formerly. Schools for young ladies, distinguished
for the character of the teachers and their elegant adornings, are numerous.
The public schools are aiming at the most thorough training of their pupils.
But this Seminary, under the experienced, skillful 'and kindly direction of
Mrs. Lynch, need not fear to enter into competition with any or all of them.
Her reputation goes before her, and is known of all. The many superior
ladies, graduates of this school, who adorn California society, are her stand-
ing advertisement.

We tender to the citizens of Benicia our hearty congratulations for the
great acquisition to this Young Ladies' Seminary of its eminent former
principal, and to Mr. and Mrs. Lynch our best wishes and prayers that they
may secure the triumphant success they justly deserve."
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OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT AND INSTRUCTION FOR 1879-80 ARE

MARY ATKINS LYNCH, Principal ; MARTHA HATHAWAY, Latin, Litera-
ture, History and Geography ; FRANCIS C. BAUMAN, Mathematics ; ANNE C.
CRAIG, Natural History, Elocution and Drawing ; A. ROGER, French ;
JOSEPHINE ABELE, French, German and Piano ; F. CORBAZ, Piano ; SUSIE
I. MORGAN, Singing ; HARRIE H. RIDDELL, Painting ; ELIZA E. CROCKER,
Matron; LAURA LARRE WHITE, Assistant Matron and Teacher of Sewing.'

THE COLLEGE OF ST. AUGUSTINE—Was founded A. D. 1867, and in-
corporated in 1868. It is under the Rectorship of the Rt. Rev. J. H. D.
Wingfield, D.D., LL. D., and is governed by a Board of Trustees and a
Board of Instructors ; is located at Benicia, California. The buildings oc-
cupy an elevated site and command an extensive view of the Straits of
Carquinez and the beautiful hills beyond, with Mount Diablo on the left
and San Pablo Bay on the right. The grounds are sixty acres in extent, a
portion of which is tastefully laid out and decorated with flowers, orna-
mental trees and shrubberry. Having been erected expressly for Academical
purposes, the buildings are strictly adapted to the needs of the students,
being commodious and inviting, well ventilated and heated. In the
domestic arrangements every care is taken to unite the culture and comforts
of a Christian home with the strict discipline of a school. - Attention is paid
to the personal habits and manners of the Cadets. They sleep in single al-
coves, in dormitories, under the charge of Teachers and Military Officers.
The Teachers and Cadets meet as one family in a commodious Dining Hall,
and attend Divine Service daily in the College Chapel.

It is designed in this Institution to combine with moral and mental
education a thorough course of Military instruction, consisting of daily ex-
ercise in Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery Tactics, in which every Cadet is
required to participate. In all the routine of duties, each Cadet is subject
to a system of regulations, designed to make him prompt, systematic, and
gentleman-like. This Military Discipline, by its thoroughness and impar-
tiality, is eminently fitted to perfect the physical man, and to give habits of
quick obedience, order, politeness and manliness.

The spacious parade-ground affords a superior and attractive place for
drill and physical recreation, while a large building, erected for the
Eulexian Literary and Dramatic Society, and for an Armory, with Gym-
nasium attached, furnishes the Cadet with unusual advantages of in-door
exercises.

In the work of instruction, the Rector is aided by a Corps of Experienced
and Competent Professors and Teachers, who devote their time exclusively
to the business of the College.

Each Instructor has been selected because of his peculiar fitness for the
Department to which he is assigned, and is held responsible for the faithful
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discharge of his duty to his classes. In order to satisfy himself of the
proper advancement of all Cadets, the Rector frequently examines the
respective classes.

The College Session consists of Two Terms of Twenty Weeks each.

TRINITY TERM begins on the Thursday after the 28th of July, and closes
on the Thursday next before the 23d of December. After a vacation of
four weeks, the EASTER TERM begins on the second Thursday in January,
and closes on the Thursday next after the first Wednesday in June.

Punctual attendance on the first day of the term is imperative. To insure
high standing, the Cadet must answer at the roll-call at 7 o'clock on the
evening of the opening day. No alcoves are reserved, the first on the
ground has the first choice in the Dormitory to which he may be assigned.

Every Cadet, on his arrival, shall immediately report himself to the
Rector, the Commandant of the Corps, and the First Sergeant.

No furloughs are granted after entrance. Patrons are urged not to ask
permission for Cadets to leave the College for any cause. "Under no cir-
cumstances can any Cadet be received for less than a term. He is expected
to remain at least one Session of two terms, during which period his whole
time and energies are required. New Cadets will be admitted at any time;
and, after the first. month will be charged from date of entrance to the end
of the term.

No visitors are welcome on the Lord's Day.
There are, besides these two Academies, the School under the Catholic

clergy, and the College of St. Mary.
While on the subject of schools, we would here draw attention to what

has been done for the education of the yonng of the county in the past
thirty years.

If there is one man more than another to whom praise is due for the
present educational prosperity of the State, and therefore of Solano county,
in which he was especially interested, that man is the late Hon. Paul K.
Hubbs. From the first arrival of this accomplished statesman in California,
he strove manfully and ardently to systematize its educational interest,.
He served for a long time as the head of that especial department in the
State Legislature, and it is worthy of note that during his tenure of that
responsible office, in three years, the number of schools in the State in-
creased from twenty to three hundred and sixteen, while the attendance
rose from three thousand three hundred and fourteen to twenty-six
thousand one hundred and sixty. This was more than twenty years ago;
what are the school statistics of the county at present

On the 30th of June, 1878, the number of first grade schools in Solano
county were twenty-six ; second grade, thirty-eight ; and third, seventeen.
Of these one school-house is built of brick—that at Benicia, formerly the
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