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BROOKS, WILLIAM S., was born in Franklin County, New York, in 1820.

When quite young he removed with his parents to New Orleans, and at
twelve years of age returned to Brooklyn, New York. In 1832 shipped

on board the "Henry Clay," then the largest vessel sailing out of the port
of New York, and made a voyage to Liverpool, England, following a sea-

faring life up to 1846, when he shipped in the United States sloop-of-

war "Prebble," as convoy to Stevenson's regiment, which was then on
its way to California, and arrived in San Francisco in March, 1847. The
vessel lay two months in that harbor, during which time a party of eight-
een men, under command of Lieutenant Lanman, afterwards Commodore,
was despatched up the Carquinez straits in search of a boat reported
missing, which was conveying $80,000, or thereabouts, pay for the troops
at Sutter's fort. (The boat has never since been heard of.) On the cruise,

landed at what is now called Mare Island, where he remained about two
weeks. On making the island, they saw two wigwams standing where
the magazine and flagstaf now are, while on the Vallejo side, there was
one at the foot of Main street, of to-day. Since then he has, on more
than one occasion, dug up the bones of Indians who had been buried on
the spot where Woods Hotel is built, on that street. On another occasion,
a party landed where Starr's flour-mills are now, in South Vallejo, to
shoot beef, but after killing one animal, the cattle gave chase, when they

were driven back to the boat. Up till 1850 was in government employ.

on board of men-of-war, during which time he visited China, Japan,
and the Sandwich islands ; then shipped on board the Revenue brig
"Lawrence," and was wrecked in her outside the heads at the Golden

Gate in 1852. Afterwards was employed in the Appraiser's store of the
Custom House in San Francisco, where he remained seven years and four
months, then came to the Navy Yard in Vallejo, in 1858, where he has
ver since been employed. Has been Acting Gunner of the U. S. S. "In-
dependence," guard ship at the Yard, and is now Machine Tender to the
sectional docks there.

Mr. Brooks married, firstly, at San Francisco, B. M. Maguire, in 1856,
(died 1858) by whom he has one son, William Charles, born 1856. Sec-
ondly, Catherine Irena Coen, married 1860, by whom he has : George T.,
born October 30, 1862 ; Mary Emma, born April 8, 1865 ; James C., born
June 26, 1868 ; John, born March 26, 1870 ; Gertrude B., born January
26, 1873, Loretta Anna, born January 28, 1876 ; and Angeles Agnes, born
February 18, 1878.

BROWN, CALVIN, Civil Engineer in charge of Department of Yards and
Docks, Marelsland, a gentleman of rare attainments, was educated at Rox-
bury Grammar School,'Mass., where he graduated in 1828. In 1834, he
commenced the study of civil engineering in Boston, serving under several
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of the leading engineers of the time, when, in 1841, he was appointed to the

post of Civil Engineer to the United States Navy Yard at Kittery, Maine,

where he remained five years, during which time he carried on the con-

struction of the Quay wall at that place, where was first introduced into

the United States the practice of blasting rocks in deep water. Thereaf-

ter he was engaged in sundry works, principally railroads, until 1852,

when he was appointed Civil Engineer at the Navy Yard, Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. During his term of office of nine years at this post he superin-
tended the erection of a- large number of the buildings there, and carried
on the construction of the Quay wall. In 1861 Mr. Brown was ordered
from Norfolk to Mare Island, where he has been ever since, with the ex-
ception of from 1364 to 1869, when he constructed the large dam and
reservoir at Pilercitos valley for the Spring Valley Water Works, and ex-
ecuted the surveys, designs and location of the canal and locks at the
Willamette Falls, Oregon. For a portion of the time he was connected
with the Board of Commissioners on the Central Pacific Railroad, and was
subsequently appointed one of the Government Commissioners both on
that and the Southern Pacific line of railroads.

On May 13, 1869; he was reappointed Civil Engineer to the Mare Is-
land Navy Yard, and continues to hold the office. During his connection
with the yard Mr. Brown has made most of the additions on that admira-
bly fitted-out establishment. He has constructed a large portion of the
foundry and machine shops, built the saw mill, the ordnance and the office
building, one of the large timber sheds, the iron-plating shop ; superin-
tended the construction of the Marine Barracks, and was one of the su-
perintendentents, with Dr. J. M. Brown, U. S. N., of the Naval Hospital.
Designed and built the stone Dry Dock, one of the largest in the world,
as far as it has now progressed ; superintended the construction of the
new powder magazine, and also that of the reservoir, known as Lake
Rogers. Not the least of the many distinctions to which Mr. Brown may
lay claim is that, from under his training, several of the most dis-
tinguished engineers of the day have developed and are now a credit to
their country as well as to the scientific preceptor, who labored with them
during-their tutelage. His family are among the oldest in the country,
having come to America in the year 1632. The subject of this sketch
was born at Roxbury, Mass., now known as Boston Highlands, on March
25, 1816, and married, in 1838, Miss Susan W. Sager, of that place, by
whom he has now living Harriet E., born 1840 ; Frank E., born 1841, and
Wilfrid L., born 1846.

BROWN, SAMUEL, born in Ireland in 1826, and came to the United States
in 1843, first settling in New York city, where he remained until 1856,
when he came to Vallejo. Followed the sea from 1843 till 1856, but on
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coming to California he engaged in farming, and in May, 1870, he opened
his present meat market, on Virginia street, in Vallejo. Married in New
Orleans, 1854, Catharine Morris, a native of Ireland, by whom he has
Mary M., Robert H., Samuel J., Martha M., and Catharine.

BROWNLIE, ALEXANDER J., was born in the State of Arkansas, Octo-
ber 3, 1851. Accompanied his parents to California in 1852, being the
first white child to arrive in Vallejo. Was educated in the public schools
of that city. Is now a civil engineer in the employ of the Navy Yard at
Mare Island, where he has been continuously engaged for thirteen years.
Was appointed City Clerk, April, 1878. Is a member of the I. 0. 0. F.
Golden State Lodge and Mount Moriah Encampment, also Vallejo Lodge,
No. 64, 1. 0. G. T., and takes a prominent interest in all matters of public
benefit to Vallejo and its community.

BROWNLIE, JAMES, Grocer of Vallejo, was born in the villiage of Car-
luke, in Lanarkshire, Scotland, on the 15th day of August, 1836. In 1858
he left his native shores for California, arriving in the month of July of
that year, when he settled in Vallejo, but shortly after removed to Beni-
cia, where he was employed by the Pacific Mail Co. to repair the old
steamship " Oregon." After three months he started for the Klamath
river, in Humboldt county, and engaged in mining. but in four months
returned to Vallejo, and worked at his trade, that of carpenter and joiner,
which he continued until 1869, when he established his present business.
In March, 1869, Mr. Brownlie married Miss Mary Howie, the daughter of
Peter McMillen, of Campbelltown, Scotland, having issue one son, John
Alexander.

BROWLIE, JOHN, is a native of Scotland, and passed his early years
in that part of Great Britain, where he was apprenticed for some time
to the grocery trade, in Glasgow. On October 7, 1852, with some of his
relations who had revisited the " land o' cakes," he sailed from Liverpool
in a Cunard steamer for New York, where he remained a short time,
and then took passage for California in the S. S. "Northern Light," but
was landed at Acapulco, from whence he proceeded to Barbacos ; thence
up the river by native boat to Gorgona, from which place he performed
the balance of the journey on foot to Panama. The hardships of this
walk were trying to our youthful voyager ; when but halfway his boots
gave out and were discarded ; in crossing the rivers he held on to the
tails of mules, and was thus ferried over ; and on the next day completely
prostrated, he and his party, with whom he had caught up, reached their
destination, only to find that their steamer for San Francisco, for which
they had tickets, had been burned in Valparaiso. The " Cortez " was on
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